This summary outline provides you with topics for each of the sections in hooks’ essay. While we may not agree number and division of the sections, we should be in general agreement about the main points in the essay.

To complete your summary outline, turn the TOPIC into a question. For example, for section 2, ask the question, “What is bell hooks’ main point about class differences?” Then write the answer to that question (plus any other important sub-points in that section) under the topic.

Summary outline for “Keeping Close to Home” by bell hooks

Topic:  Staying connected with family and community while pursuing higher education

Thesis:  It is very important to be and stay connected with our familial and community ties as we seek pursue higher education as a student or a teacher.
Major Details (main points in each section)

Section 1:  Intro—narrative about author’s painful departure for college 1st time

· Parents’ ambivalence about her leaving and her intellectual ambitions made her departure very painful. 

Section 2:  Bottom of 33 – top of 35

Topic:  Class differences

Section 3:  Top of 35 – 1st paragraph on 36


Topic:  Structures of opposition
Section 4:  36 – 38


 Topic: language and one’s style of presentation

Section 5:  Bottom of 38 – top of 40

Topic: staying connected with family & community and the oppressed 

Section 6:  40 – top of 42 (ending with “as well as people who are not college educated.”)


Topic:  Assimilation

Section 7:  42 


Topic: Perceptions of exceptional vs. “the exception”

Section 8: 42 – 44


Topic: Nurturing and supporting our kin and community 
